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VIETNAMESE LUNAR NEW YEAR
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), and Third (Feb 18), Fourth (Feb 19), and People born in the Year of the Dog possess

As we prepare in Vietnamf or T/t ( a. kithgFeb20) of Téht nNquy the best traits of human nature. They are
Lunar New Year), we would like to share our honest, friendly, faithful, loyal, smart,
insights about the holiday so that you, your Vietnamese traditional |l straightolward rvererableT gnid Haveo
family and friends can fully enjoy this special the fifteenth day of the twelfth lunar month to strong sense of responsibility. According to
time of the year. We hope this will help with the fifteenth day of the first lunar month. Chinese astrology, the year of one's birth
the understanding of the history and And, even today, business slows two weeks signisnot oneb6s mowearinghas pi
traditions o fmindfulof, howwh a t before anth teo weeks after TET. 12-year cycle. In the year of your sign,
to say a f ewVietipmesp,hr ases fortune in all aspects of your life are
whereT/Jt festivities are Aceidingigthe odiag whickhcansists of believed not to be at i
what establishments will be open during the 12 animal signs, 2018 is the year of the told to be more careful than in other year.
holiday. Dog, the 11th zodiac sign. Each zodiac sign
is associated with one of five elements: Preparations for the New Year begin a
Please Enjoy! Ch ¥ac M. ng Nt m M, iMetal, Wood, Water, Fire and Earth. Itis couple of weeks before the big day. This is
theorized that a per sondfentimefa of amidipgtion asdtjioy @&ssve ar e
Wh . T o) decided by their birth geteendydosthezhdilicahdexcitement omize!
atIs f_lt ! sign and element. 2018 is the year of Earth celebrations.
T/Jt is the most thempor t abog. Ddgéssnan'sgaod frieodfwho can
Vietnamese calendar. It marks the understand the human's spirit and obey its
beginning of the Lunar New Year and a time master, whether he is wealthy or not. Most
for renewal. Festivities occur throughout the Vietnamese believe that if a dog happens to
country; however, this is a family holiday come to your house, it symbolizes the
therefore many of the observances take coming of fortune, while cat stands for bad
place at home. luck.

T JHiquette + Gift Giving )
The Mysteries of Lucky Money, Do& and Dont's

The 2018 TET in Vietnam i sMauiTuatd a n d

are from Wed, Feb 14 to Tue, Feb 20 2018 Individuals born in the year of the Dog Page 3+ 4+5+6
inclusive: TJJt Lunar Ne WebYear onsludg V1822, (1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 9
15), and The First (Feb 16), Second (Feb 17 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018, 2030, 2042....

Dog is the symbol of loyalty and honesty.
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Events & Activities
Calendar of Events, Business Hours
Page 7 +8

Santa Fe in the Community
Page 9

Preparations for T/}t

Vietnamese families prepare their homes for
the coming of the prosperous New Year with
a thorough cleaning. Preparations begin
about ten days before the New Year.
Homes are cleaned out hopes of getting rid
of the past year's bad luck. People buy new
clothes, which is also considered lucky for

TNt I n the days Ieadlng
and markets are busier than usual.
manys hops will be closed

suggest stocking up on supplies to last at
least 1-2 days. To note however that many
establishments catering for foreigners
nowadays limits their businesses closing.

Legend of the Kitchen God

It is during this time that the Vietnamese
believe Ong Téo comes in to serve as the
Kitchen God. As the old year ends, itis

believed that he
situation with the Jade Emperor, the King of
Heaven. Traditionally, Ong T&o returns to
heaven on the 23rd day of the 12th month
by lunar calendar. His departure is marked
by a modest ceremony where offerings such
as clothing, shoes, paper money are burned
to help on his journey to Heaven.

Due to his status in Vietnamese culture,
Ong T4o is a prominent character in many
folk plays. He is considered a messenger
from heaven, so often writers will depict the
living conditions, problems, and solutions
that need to be addressed by a family in
their work.

di scusscs
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Ong Téo is regarded as a family member,
and various prayers and offerings are
brought to him at the family altar.

CU K:ipigkled small leeks.

M6 tThese dried candied fruits are rarely
eaten at any time be
That Kh"MeaffStewed in Coconut
During T /]t

The last day of the old year (15 Feb) and the
first three days of the New Year (167 18

Feb) are the most important days of the
celebration. On N e Hve, famibes 0 s
gather for dinner, with all members being
present. The Gi a o Ttmidaight, is the
most sacred time with the passage from the
old to the New Year. Individuals offer
personal prayers to honor and thank the

God of Heaven and the God of Earth for

their blessings. During this time, it is

believed that Ong T4o returns to earth after
reporting to the Jade Emperor. Each family
offers an open-air ceremony to welcome him
back to their kitchen.

Juice", a traditional dish of pork belly and
medium boiled eggs stewed overnight in a
broth-like sauce, often eaten with pickled
bean sprouts and chives and white rice.

B8nh

and

B&nh Ch

ng

s &

The first day of T Jjis reserved for the
immediate family. Children are given red
envelopes containing money from their
elders referred to as Li Xi. Usually, children
wear new clothes and give their elders the
traditonal T/Jt gr eeti ngs
money. Since Vietnamese believe that the
first visitor a family receives in the year
determines their fortune people never enter
ot h ehod@eson the first day without
being invited first. During subsequent
days, people visit relatives and friends.

bef ol

Food & Flowers of T f \ . =
In Vietnamese | anguage,Htto E@eHaeterazt e HT Tt
tokn TYkiterally meani ng(oasgeaseedd.t " ,

showing the importance of food in the
celebration. Some of the dishes can be
enjoyed all year-round, while other dishes
areonlyservedd ur i ngisdlsht .
believed to be good luck to enjoy vegetarian
dishes o n  .TSAmhe of the traditional dishes
reflect this. h
L e
Popular traditional foods served during T J] t
are:

B&nh c landbanh tét: tightly

packed sticky rice with meat or bean fillings
wrapped inDong (B 8 n h  C im e rgrth)
or banana leaves (Banh Tét in the south).
Considered an indispensable dish of Tet,
B&8nh Ch€eng or B8nh T®t i
family altars to honor the ancestors and pray

for their support in the new year.

famil yods

M8 (dried fruit)

s placed on t

H' t Doasted watermelon seeds.
D a H:pickted onion and cabbage.

Assignment Management | Immigration | Destination Services | Moving

sidi

T®t

H spng


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A1nh_ch%C6%B0ng
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A1nh_ch%C6%B0ng
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watermelon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allium_chinense
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A1nh_ch%C6%B0ng
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relationship of the giver and receiver, you
may wish to give more or less.

For fulltime staff VND 200,000 to 500,000,
for other staff (ie. trash collector, shared
security, etc) VND 100,000 to 200,000. You
may also Li Xi their children, VND 50,000 to
100,000

Bonus Time

Thaot KfmeatStewed in coconut juice)

If you have household helpers, drivers,
gardeners etc., it is expected at this time to
pay their salaries as well as Li Xi and/or
bonus. The bonus is determined by how
long they have been working for you and of
course if you are happy with their services.
Generally, if the employee has been working
for you for more than one year the bonus
starts from one monthoés
or 3 months at your discretion. If the
employee has been working for you for
under a year you may pro rate the bonus.

Fal .'/ g € TRgn e ——

Before T/t begi nstheryou

A typical meal offering to ancestors. Ho Thi Ky Flowe.Market (open all ear) ) )
salary and their bonus (bonus in red

Vietnamese families traditionally lay out a Similar to the pine tree for Christmas holiday envelope) and wish them

tray of 5 fruits atthe altarc al | ed fi M©m inNtee West, Viethamese also use many with their families. For Employers who

Qu [ The fruits are colorful and meaningful. kinds of flowers and plants to decorate their have already paid staff bonuses at the end

Asian mythology, the world is made of five homes for the holiday. Traditional plants of the calendar or fiscal year then a smaller

basic elements: metal, wood, water, fire and includethe Ho a  r(Peach Blossom), Hoa amount for Li Xi should be given for good

earth. The plate of fruits on the family alter Mai (Ochna Integerrima) and Cay Qublt luck.

at New Year is one of the several ways to (Kumquat Tree). These plants represent

represent this concept. It also represents the coziness and prosperity. Other flowers may

desire for good crops and prosperity. be displayed too. NeW to Vietn am?

TNt is an exciting ti me
. family gatherings. However, if you are a

T]]t-th Uette foreigner in Vietnam, you are not obliged to
Share Your Li Xi participate and need only do what you
LiXiiLucky moneyo is gi v ergfersgmemaywangtp enjgythe quiet
and superior, to the younger and streets around this time and keep an eye on
subordinate. Parents and grandparents, what shops and restaurants are open. For
aunts and uncles, give lucky money to opt_ion; and_ information on what to dp in Ho
children. People give money to their friends’ Chi Minh City and Hanoi, read more in our
children, teachers give lucky money to Calen_dar o_f Event_s & Activities and our
students, and Management gives lucky Opening Time Guide.

money to employees.

Common Wishes for T/jt

A Chic MYn g Nt g (Ckbok moong
numb moi) - Happy New Year

ASngng | ©u X (Sdawng l-bwuchrum
th-ui) - Live to be 100 years old - used by
children for elders.

A An khang thah v g (Ang khang tinh
vuong) - Security, good health, and
prosperity

AV nsQnh vy (Vantsunhu ee) - May a
myriad of things go according to your will

A SB8c kholdi i dao (Suok kewa yoi yao) -

N L - Plenty of health
Li Xi or Lucky Money is given in little red A Cung h* phat tai (Khung he fak th-ai) -

envelopes that you can buy in bookstores or (from the Cantonese, Gung hay fat choy)

on the streets. It should be given during the Conaratulations and be prosperous
first few days of the New Year, but it is also 9 = prosp

possible to give a little before and after this AToxavonh n g (Th-ien voh nhu nhuk)

time. It is traditionally important to give new - May money flow in like water - used
informally

Fruit offering in the South include custard

apples, coconuts, papayas, mango and bank notes, which are considered luckier for P i
goolarfig. | n Vi et namese t heytherecipients.c1 u A gg'o%l&iy mdn (nhew maye manh)

, DYa, nouv , Xo"i, Sungo which in the South

literally isa prayert o fihave enoug hfhetamount ef ki can be from VND

in the New Year. 50,000 to 500,000. Depending on the

Assignment Management | Immigration | Destination Services | Moving
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Vietnamese New Year
A Season of Superstitions

/-——\ //‘—’\‘—\

No Cleanlng 'd
on the first and

\ l] second day /\\
/_

,/’\

~
Rt
2 A
'M- x/ TR g &
Mustn't wash hair) ask for a loan \
Dos and PleaseDono6ts and a Fe: \onthefrstday Ve /k l9 no'no/
of Caution : Tg\
A DO Learn the Vietnamese greetings. If g

considered good luck.
youbére going to be ar [ “Q)

the festivities by wishing other people a 1 n/i
—— / T/t Gift Giving

Happy New Year in Vietnamese. /\ £ T ,

DO Give out Li Xi. Your children can "\ ;oaptr:r%p‘e ’\red undenNear/ Sr:fr:c?rlt\ggg (;CCSaSiO?I forpblcj)ilginug Iana:jamd s
also be part of the most exciting part of \ ; oot maintaining social ties. Much of the

the New Year i give out the red celebrati o.n of T/t cent

i 1
_ envelopes to them to bring good luck! - and everything is done with this in mind.

A DO Be mindful of your belongings when Local Taboos & Superstitions

going out. This is the time of the year A Vietnamese people extend wishes of
when individuals may be under pressure good health and fortune to their fellows,

to have money for the holiday and some and avoid mentioning |

resort to stealing. ] .
birth names or past mistakes.
A DO Double-check your doors and

QuA PhBt Thu, (Buddahos

pl

windows before leaving your home. A Egln\]l:?greg orforlsceér\c/)vua;ell'l,eisll\t(gatrhe
Make sure that everything is locked. ~ prosp ) ’
A DO Putyour e, tanaprone, car 1 G010 e paao o pk oo b
keys in safe place. Be extra mindful our home to Bvelcome oogfo);tune
when near crowds. - y 9
A DONG6Et Sfoot in anybodyo‘ c%\/\r/}eeﬁ)lngnc?rdus|r;‘rjg|qsr:ouldnot'%Jt;dt;or;adf o
the first day offri,T/Jt, u i %3 v /
16" of Feb this year). In many B fOrturie Wil be swept away. o WW 0(ew @W 2018
households, the father (or sometimes the A All debts should be paid at this time. @ the D
whole family) is the first visitor. Many Alf you cry on New Yeal W”b‘ ?
people and businesses will pickan cry through the year. Therefore, children
?grsnpézlc;t:]sd /til)a:tgtggti ;Iénlrebtljns:ﬁz\ég etgelr o are tolerated and are not spanked. What to give for T JJt
B ) oo A Shooting off firecraclGévs ngngNéwsYear ¥$etnam
A D ON ®Refuse anything others give or Eve is a way of sending out the old year holiday should focus on the Vietnamese
wish during T/t and welcoming in the New Year. symbols of good luck such as new clothes
A Washing one& hair should not be done for children, peach branches or anything
on New Yearods Dayyas e will wash awa
the good luck of the New Year. . . )
_ . ) Wine, tea, cookies, chocolates are widely
A Haircuts should be avoided on New used as glfts
Year 6s Day as you wil/ (l) cutting your
luck. Here are among the most popular gifts
A Avoid wearing black as it is associated given:
with bad luck.
A Avoid wearing white as it is associated HoaMai & Ho a rFlowers )
with death. Live, blooming flowers symbolize the rebirth

that will take place in the coming spring and
fruit blossoms symbolize the start of the
cycle that will result in a new crop of fruit
later in the year. These two distinct flowers
are widely sold and purchased during T /] t .
The spectacular yellow flowers of the Hoa
Mai (ochna integerrima) make it very

popular in southern Vietnam.

Assignment Management | Immigration | Destination Services | Moving
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o Azl &
Hoa Mai (Ochna Intergerrima)

Hoan * @peach blossom) is more common
in the North as it can grow in the dry and
cold weather. Itis used to ward off evil
spirits during the T J]delebrations.

Hoan " ¢Peach Blossom

)
Kumquat Tree

Li ke a af ankKurhgyatplante e 0,
symbolically represents the many
generations of a household. The fruits are
grandparents, the flowers are parents and
the buds and green leaves are children.
Kumquat plants should be carefully selected
for their symmetrical leaves, color and

shape of fruit.

COy QKumlmquat Tree)

Remember, when buying plants, you should
purchase them closer to the holiday as the
plants should be fresh and bloom for T J] t

Wine & Gift Baskets

Historically wine was kept in pottery gourds
and was believed to contain the essence of
heaven and earth, nowadays; those old
gourds are replaced by modern wine bottles.
The meaning and tradition of giving wine
has remained unchanged. It takes a lot of
time for wine to ferment and distil; so wine is
highly appreciated by Vietnamese.
Nevertheless, drinking wine can make
people feel warm and energetic, which are
exactly what people wish for their upcoming
year.

Red Items
Red symbolizes good luck, prosperity,

joyfulness and contentment. Dur i ngne T J]t

can see the color red everywhere, from the
ornaments, lucky envelopes, to the clothes
of the elderly on the first days of the New
Year. Whichever gifts you plan to give,
place a priority on the red and yellow and
avoid dark colors.

Greeting Cards

Similar to western culture, greeting cards
are also given for this holiday. Typically
greeting cards are printed in vivid colors like
red or yellow and with distinctive images
such as apricot and peach blossom, sticky
rice cake etc.

What NOT to givefor T /]t ?

Several gifts are considered taboo, including
watches, clocks (associated with death);
knives, scissors, forks (cutting good luck)
anything black (ink, coffee), anything related
to fire (lighter) and handkerchiefs (as it
symbolizes tears and sweat in the New
Year).

Did you KNOW that?

A long time ago, Dong Ho painting used to
be a precious gift for Tet Holiday.
Vietnamese people hung Dong Ho painting
for a year, and then replaced them by new
ones when a new year was coming.

Apart from the beauty of lines and layouts,
the folk feature of Dong Ho painting also
lays on its color and paper; both are
handmade and derived from materials
available in nature. The paper is made of
bark of tree named
seashells and glutinous rice, whilst colors of
paint used in Dong Ho pictures are
processed from various kinds of natural
materials easily found in Viethamese
villages. While seashells bring a sparkling
white background, glutinous rice makes the
paper more supple and able to conserve
colors for a long time. The black color is
taken from ash of burned bamboo leaves;
the red is from red gravel; the yellow is from
flowers. All colors are so striking and lively
that you seem to see the whole Viethamese
villages through each line, each color block.

Regarding themes of Dong Ho painting, it
should be noted that the folk picture is a fine
reflection of daily life, culture values, social
philosophies and human aspiration for a
better life in years coming; therefore,
everyday life, folk allegories, social

Assignment Management | Immigration | Destination Services | Moving
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commentaries, mythical and historical

figures, signs of happiness, luck, prosperity

are main subjects of the painting. If you

would like to wish your beloveds prosperity,

happiness and luck, pictures named f@ALon

dano, fAiGa dano, oofi Ghoaunl ¢ r au t hoi sa
be your best choice for a gift.

Sourcef or ADi d you know that?o0
http://www.vietnamonline.com/culture/dong-
ho-paintings.html
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Events & Activities
Ho Chi Minh City

Flower Display on Nguyen Hue Street in Ho Chi Minh City

T/t FI1 owe rlocMedinkneré than 125 places in Ho Chi
Minh city, the biggest ones are at 23/9 Park (Pham Ngu Lao
Street near Ben Thanh Market, Dist.1), Gia Dinh Park (corner of
Nguyen Kiem Street and Nguyen Thai Son Street, Binh Thanh
Dist.) and Le Van Tam Park (corner of Hai Ba Trung Street and
Dien Bien Phu Street, Dist.3) from 08 to 15 Feb.
One of the oldest flower markets that are popular with locals is
the Ben Binh Dong Flower Market, District 8. The flowers here
are brought from Mekong Delta to HCMC by boat and sold on
the riverside.

T HFlower Festival: 10 Feb to 21 Feb, Tao Dan Park (55C Nguyen
Thi Minh Khai Street, Dist. 3) will display 4,000 flower exhibits
from all over Vietham with music and traditional martial arts
performance.

Lunar New Y &baebd sutdéov reusic performances 23/9
Park, Gia Dinh Park, with light art performances on streets in
District 1

Annual Flower Street: displays will be up from 7pm, 13 Feb to
10pm, 19 Feb on Nguyen Hue Street. This yeards
Mspiration to grow.o

Outdoor Entertainment will include lion dances, drum
performances i the performances will take place in front of all
major hotels in Dist. 1, (ie. Caravelle, Rex, Majestic, Grand,
Continental, Kim nt, Oscar,getc.cand
throughout February

Floating Flower Market: The Crescent Mall, Dist. 7, from 7pm, 8
Feb to 14 Feb Springd wi t h tradi ti onal
and flower market and Vietnamese traditional music
performance every night.

© 2018 Santa Fe Relocation
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Burning incense in Chinese Temple District 5 (a piece of paper Is
attached to the incense, prayer writes name of the deceased or
those who they are praying for).

Youth Cultural House: 4 Pham Ngoc Thach i Dist. 1. Popular with
locals especially on special occasions/holidays. Open 02 Feb i
15 Feb.

A Vietnamese Calligraphy.
A Lion dance, drum performances, music shows and mo r e é

Book Street Festival: from Dong Khoi, Mac Thi Buoi and Ngo Duc
Ke Street, Dist. 1 from 137 19 Feb. Bookstores will display
their books outside for viewing and purchase.

Amusement Parks: Dam Sen Park i corner of Hoa Binh Street and
Lac Long Quan Street, Dist. 11; Dai Nam Park - Thu Dau Mot
Town in Binh Duong Province; Suoi Tien Park i Ha Noi
Highway in Dist. 9. All locations will have many special
performances.

Cinemas will remain open. Check their web pages for viewing times
(www.megastarmedia.net) (www.lottecinemavn.com)
(www.galaxycine.vn) (www.cgv.vn/en) (http://bhdstar.vn/en)

nar. New Year 0s: 6 dfferent |6cations,\starting s
M6m 12:80am on the evening of 15 Feb

Thu Thiem Tunnel (Dist. 2 side)

Nga Ba Giong Memorial Park (Hoc Mon)
gDagsen Park(QistI} ¢ Musi ¢

Lang Le- Bau Co History Relic Zone (Binh Chanh Dist.)

Football Field Can Gio (Can Gio)
food

L
fré
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